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God Is Watching, US 

From a distance the world looks blue and green 

And the snow-capped mountains white 

From a distance the ocean meets the stream 

And the eagle takes to flight 

From a distance there is harmony 

And it echoes through the land 

It's the voice of hope 

It's the voice of peace 

It's the voice of every man 

From a distance we all have enough 

And no one is in need 

And there are no guns, no bombs and no disease 

No hungry mouths to feed 

From a distance we are instruments 

Marching in a common band 

Playing songs of hope 

Playing songs of peace 

They are the songs of every man 

God is watching us 

God is watching us 

God is watching us from a distance 

From a distance you look like my friend 

Even though we are at war 

From a distance I just cannot comprehend 

What all this fighting’s for 

From a distance there is harmony  

And it echoes through the land 

And it's the hope of hopes 
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It's the love of loves 

It's the heart of every man 

God is watching us 

God is watching us 

God is watching us from a distance 
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I use to listen to this song by Bette Midler during my commute to work during the Persian Gulf 

War.  But the words take on a very significant meaning today – particularly for the people of 

these United States.   

God is watching US…  Our nation has been the wealthiest nation in the history of the world for 

many years.  Many say our nation has been blessed by our Creator because it has! 

However, as our scripture readings today point out, the great wealth and blessings that God 

has given us come with responsibilities.  These scripture readings today were written as 

hymns.  [GRAPHIC]  Colossians reminds us that with Christ as the image of God: 

all things were created by him: 

both in the heavens and on the earth, 

the things that are visible and the things that are invisible. 

Whether they are thrones or powers, 

or rulers or authorities, 

all things were created through him and for him. 

All things in the heavens; all things on the earth; all things everywhere!  So, if Christ is creator 

of all things, then all of creation should be viewed by Christians as sacred.   

https://www.lyricfind.com/
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Many American Christians like to view the United States as a Christian nation. I don’t hold this 

view because I don’t believe God plays favorites among nations. Besides, if one looks at the 

evidence of how a “Christian nation” should act, it certainly doesn’t support how the United 

States has been acting lately. 

[GRAPHIC] Our national anthem declares us as the “land of the free and the home of the 

brave”, yet we have more of our people living in prisons than any other nation on Earth. Many 

fear sending their children to school because of gun violence; or, worrying if they’ll have 

enough money to put food on the table and afford their medication; and then there are those 

illegal immigrants.  Friends, we’ve become the home of the fearful.  Some of it is justified, but 

not all of it. 

The United States makes up 4.4% of the world’s population, but we house 

around 22% of the world’s prison population.  [DRUG GRAPH] More than 

half of our prisoners are in for drug offenses.  Something is wrong with our 

criminal justice system when the “home of the free” imprisons more people 

than Russia and China.  God is watching us. 

So far this year, there have been nearly 29,000 incidents of gun violence 

in our country.  7,600 deaths and 15,000 injuries due to guns. Matthew 

26:51-52 tells us about the arrest of Jesus [GRAPHIC]: 

One of those with Jesus reached for his sword. Striking the high priest’s 

slave, he cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put the sword back into 

its place. All those who use the sword will die by the sword.” 

Brothers and sisters, as a society, we’ve gotten too use to using the sword and we are paying 

dearly for it.   

God is watching us. 
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[1950 GRAPHIC]  The labor workforce of the United States today is struggling because of the 

injustices of our free market system.  In the 1950s, a typical CEO made 20 times the salary of 

his or her average worker. Today, CEO pay averages 361 times more than the average rank-

and-file worker.  After adjusting for inflation, today’s average hourly wage has just about the 

same purchasing power it did in 1978. It would take 158 years for the typical worker at most 

big companies to make what their CEO did in 2018.  We have a widening gap between the few 

wealthiest people at the top and the rest of the nation below. 

How has this happened?  It has happened because we’ve allowed corporations to put profits 

for their shareholders as their main priority instead of the well-being of their workforce; the 

people who make it possible for them to make a profit. 

[GRAPHIC] In Leviticus 25:35-36, God commands his people “If one of your fellow Israelites 

faces financial difficulty and is in a shaky situation with you, you must assist them as you 

would an immigrant or foreign guest so that they can survive among you. Do not take interest 

from them, or any kind of profit from interest....”  In the US, we allow banks to charge an 

exorbitant amount of interest on the poor.  Pay Day Lenders prey on those in need by charging 

them 20% interest or more compounded daily.  Many of the people using their services are 

young veterans serving our nation. Whose families are also on welfare. 

Researchers at the University of Michigan have recently concluded that the higher death rates 

of working-class and poor people could be the consequences of the wear and tear on 

hardworking bodies and stress from attempting to make ends meet.  

God is watching us!  

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/30/ceo-to-worker-pay-ratio_n_3184623.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/30/ceo-to-worker-pay-ratio_n_3184623.html
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Some of you may remember the story in Genesis of Joseph, one of the twelve sons of Jacob. 

Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers and sent to Egypt.  God later uses Joseph to 

interpret the dreams of the Pharaoh telling him that there will be 7 years of an abundance of 

food and then 7 years of famine. The Pharaoh promotes Joseph as an advisor. Later, when the 

famine arrives, Joseph’s family seeks refuge in Egypt.  According to the story they were not 

turned away.  Pharaoh didn’t proclaim that Egypt was full.  Instead, he allowed foreigners in 

because Egypt had been blessed by Joseph, a foreigner. 

Later, in Matthew, when Joseph and Mary are informed that Herod was planning to kill their 

child, they fled for their lives and sought refuge in… Egypt. 

If we truly believe in the transformative power of Jesus and if we truly want the United States 

to be a Christian nation by emulating the values in the Way of Jesus, then we must walk in the 

Way of Jesus and follow the scriptures that he followed.  This is what Leviticus 19:33-34 says 

about how the people are to treat immigrants [GRAPHIC]: 

When immigrants live in your land with you, you must not cheat 

them. Any immigrant who lives with you must be treated as if they 

were one of your citizens. You must love them as yourself, because 

you were immigrants in the land of Egypt; I am the Lord your God. 

I need to tell you about Helen.  Helen is one of the many asylum seekers from Honduras.  Last 

summer, when a social worker asked her to identify her strengths, Helen was proud to say it 

was “her ability to learn fast and express her feelings and concerns.” 

Helen fled Honduras with her grandmother and several other relatives due to threats from 

gangs.  They traveled thousands of miles, sometimes on foot.  When the family reached 

southern Texas, US Border Patrol agents apprehended them and moved them through a series 

of detention centers. 
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Under our laws, Helen had a right to a bond hearing before a judge; that hearing would have 

likely sped up her release from custody and to her family. At the time of her apprehension, 

Helen checked a box on a form requesting her right to have her custody reviewed.  But, later, 

she was given another form, which she filled out with assistance from officials, saying that she 

withdrew her previous request for a Flores bond hearing. Helen signed the form. 

Now, you would think that someone signing a legal document would take the time to 

understand it. The problem with this story is that Helen is five-years old, and there are many 

stories like Helen’s happening in our country.   

Helen’s separation from her family happened after our administration 

agreed it would no longer do that.  So, why did it do it?  Because it only 

considers a group a family if there is a parent present with a child.  If 

they’re with a grandmother, an aunt or uncle or other adult family members, then children 

may be classified as “unaccompanied minors”. 

Our Psalm today begins with “Hey, powerful person! Why do you brag about evil?” 

By now, we’ve all probably seen the pictures of how our government 

is treating people who are asking for asylum.  I understand that most 

of these people will not receive it.  But there is no excuse for keeping 

people, especially children, in these conditions for weeks on end. 

  



God is Watching US 
 

7 
 

Friends, God is watching us!  He is watching how we as followers in the Way of Jesus are 

willing to respond to these injustices.  I don’t know about you, but I know that I’ve been 

failing.  Sure, I may say something on Facebook or complain about these things to my friends, 

but that isn’t good enough!  We need to be the hands and feet, and voice, of Jesus!  We need 

to call or write to our state and federal representatives and let them know how we feel about 

the poor and downtrodden people of our nation, and those seeking asylum in our nation. At 

the very least, all people deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.  I have provided the 

contact information for our state and federal representatives in today’s bulletin.  Please take 

the time to contact them and voice your concerns on any issue during the next few days while 

this is fresh in your minds. 

I pray that you share your voice of hope; your voice of peace; your voice for every man.  In the 

name and the Way of Jesus. Amen. 

Benediction 

Go into the world and seek to do justice. There you will find your Lord and Savior at work 

already. Join him and receive his blessing as you become a blessing to others. Amen.  
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